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Republika e Kosovës
Republika Kosova - Republic of Kosovo
Qeveria –Vlada-Government
Ministria e Tregtisë dhe Industrisë-Ministarstvo Trgovine i Industrije-Ministry of Trade and Industry

Agjencia për Investime dhe Përkrahjen e Ndërmarrjeve në Kosovë (KIESA)
Agencija za Investicije i Podršku Preduzeča na Kosovu (KIESA)
Kosovo Investment and Enterprise Support Agency (KIESA)

Competitiveness and Export Readiness Project

Public Call for the Matching Grants Program on Product Certification/Standards and BDS/Training Services
The Government of Kosovo has received a funding from the World Bank Group for the Competitiveness and Export Readiness Project (CERP). The sub-component 1.2 of CERP - Supporting businesses to upgrade product quality and export readiness - includes funding of EUR 2.3 million for the Matching Grants Program (MGP). Matching Grants Program aims to support micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) that have export potential (i) to meet the requirements for the implementation of the standards and product certification required for export markets, (ii) to increase export readiness skills and iii) to gain access to Business Development Services (BDS).
Kosovo Investment and Enterprise Support Agency (KIESA) within the Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) announces the public call for the Matching Grants Program (MGP) with the aim of supporting micro, small and medium enterprises for product certifications conform to international standards and providing them access to “BDS” (Business Development Services) and consultancy/training services.
Enterprises will be supported in: Product Certification/Standards and access to Business Development Services and Trainings. 
Assessment of the application for allocation of Matching Grants Program will be done in accordance with the World Bank's Grants Manual (GM). 

The Applicants will need to meet the following eligibility criteria to apply for the Matching Grants Program:

· The Applicant is a business legal entity, incorporated under the applicable/current Kosovo Law on Business Organizations, registered in the Kosovo Business Registration Agency (KBRA), and located in Kosovo;
· Access to BDS Applications from Business Associations registered according to applicable laws in Kosovo;
· Applicant is from the private sector of MSMEs (with majority of private ownership);
· Applicant has been operating in Kosovo for at least two years;
· Applicant is an exporting MSME, or has export potential, or it is from export-oriented industries / sectors;
· [bookmark: _Hlk534969391]The majority of the Applicant's ownership is Kosovo-based;
· The applicant must be directly responsible for the implementation of the Project and not act as an intermediary;
· The applicant/company’s activity must be in compliance with national environmental legislation. Also to be mentioned in the project proposal by the applicant that their activity does not have a negative effect on the environment. 


Applicants during the application process are obliged to submit the Project Proposal (including detailed Business Plan, and Project Budget) using the attached forms. The application must include the following documents:

0. Application form should be submitted online ( KIESA’s Online Portal);
0. Project Proposal including: Business Plan, purpose, project activities, financial cost as well as project implementation schedule and organizational structure of the Applicant;
0. Statement under oath, which should include a statement of not having received financial means from other sources of funding for the same activity or, in case of having received such financial means, a statement of having performed all the obligations from the previous financial support, if having benefited from public sources from MTI for the last two years (evidenced by the sworn statement) (download from the website).
0. Business Registration Certificate with all accompanying information according to the requirements of the legislation in force in the Republic of Kosovo; The Business Registration Certificate is required in case of a business association application.
0. Fiscal Number Certificate (not applicable to businesses having both the business registration number and fiscal number on the same certificate); 
0. Tax certificate attesting that the Applicant has no outstanding tax debt or other tax liabilities, or has entered in a debt settlement agreement with TAK; (not older than 6 months).
0. Copy of identity card of the person/s on behalf of whom the Applicant is registered;
0. Evidence that the Applicant is not under bankruptcy or under violent court administration, issued by the Basic Court. An original copy not older than 30 days is required [footnoteRef:1] [1:  This applies to the beneficiary, and it shall be submitted before signing the agreement.] 

0. Evidence of the Applicant's active bank account in one of the banks licenced with the Central bank of Kosovo, as well as the bank statement for the last year[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Submit the turnover statement.] 

0. Authorization allowing the Grant Management Unit to perform any verifications and reviews of the information presented in the application;
0. CVs of key staff to engage in the Project (maximum three).
0. If the authorized person is different from the owner of the applicant, please attach a written authorization;

Please note that in the absence of any of the above-mentioned documents, the Applicant will be disqualified and will not be taken into further consideration for the particular criteria listed below.
Assessment criteria: 

Applications will be assessed based on the following criteria and score (total score: 100):
1. Management profile and company performance                                  20
1. Project proposal					                          20
1. Market/s potential for export, including new products	              20
1. Risk management methodology	                         	              20
1. Manner of using funds, budget and project co-financing                     20

Note: 
· Only applications that score over 65 (sixty-five) points will be considered for the Matching Grants Program. Applications, with higher level of co-financing or women entrepreneurs will be given preference.
· Women entrepreneur who will be applying for the Matching Grants Program will be assessed with 10 points more, in this particular case thresholds will be set to 55 points.
Further note: The applications of men enterprises who gain under 65 points, and women enterprises who gain under 55 points, won’t be qualified to be considered by the Selection Committee. However, an enterprise may gain over 55 or 65 points, but the number of beneficiaries will be limited depending on budget limits.


Financing manner:
Obtaining standards and product certification are defined as grants for co-financing costs of MSMEs to obtain international standards and certificates. The funding that will be provided by the Matching Grants Program will cover a maximum of 60 per cent, or in monetary terms up to € 46,800. A minimum of 40 per cent of the Project's costs would be provided by the Applicant.
Business Development and Training Services are defined as grants for MSMEs co-financing costs for the possibility of professional training of MSME employees. Financing to be granted by the Matching Grants Program will cover a maximum of 60 per cent, or in monetary terms up to EUR 25,000. Group training or training organized through Business Associations will be funded in cash in the amount of € 25,000. Individual training is funded no more than € 5,000. 
The Matching Grants Program disqualifies the Applicants for the following activities:
· Companies that are branches (in full ownership or majority shareholder) of a large enterprise;
· Trade of wild animals and wildlife products.
· Production, distribution and sale of forbidden pesticides and herbicides
· Fishing with mesh in the water environment
· Production, treatment and disposal of radioactive products
· Conservation, treatment and disposal of hazardous waste
· Production of products containing asbestos
· Nuclear reactors and their parts
· Raw or processed tobacco, including machineries
· Manufacture of firearms
· Distilled alcohol for consumption

Additional clarification: 
· The duration of the project should not exceed 12 months, unless otherwise agreed in the agreement signed between the parties.
· Beneficiary enterprises should select the consultants for the component of Business Development Services and Training. 
· The beneficiary should select a certifying body/institution, accredited and internationally recognized, for the component obtaining standards and product certification. 
· VAT is an unacceptable expense for enterprises that are VAT declarants. 
· MSME or Business Association may apply for any number of grants for Product Certification/Standards and BDS/Training, MGs under this MGP. However MSME/Associations can receive/gain up to 3 grants subject to maximum €50,000.

Application period: 
The notice on public call is published on the website of the Ministry of Trade and Industry mti.rks-gov.net, on the website of KIESA Agency kiesa.rks-gov.net and on one of the local newspapers. Entities wishing to apply under the public call must express their interest by submitting applications using KIESA’s Online Portal https://kiesaportal.rks-gov.net/login.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The deadline for expressions of interest is 20.04.2019

Additional information and clarifications can be obtained via email info.mgp-cerp@rks-gov.net   mimosa.ramadani@rks-gov.net or contact number 038 200 36 645  by the latest on 20/04/2019
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