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The Context

The Government of Kosovo has received financing from the World Bank Group for the Competitiveness and Export Readiness Project (CERP). The Project Development Objective (PDO) is to support product certification for export markets, strengthen the capacity of export-oriented firms and reduce the cost of business inspections.  The Project has two Components: 1. Enhancing business environment and export readiness; and 2. Project Implementation and coordination support. The Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) will be responsible for the implementation of the Project.

The subcomponent 1.2 of the CERP- Supporting businesses to upgrade product quality and export readiness- includes €2.8 million funding for a Matching Grants Program (MGP).  The objective of the MGP is to support micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) with export potential (i) to fulfill requirements to implement standards and product conformity required for export markets, (ii) to enhance capabilities for export readiness, and (iii) to gain access to Business Development Services (BDS). The Kosovo Investment and Enterprise Support Agency (KIESA) under MTI is responsible for the implementation of the MGP.

OBJECTIVE OF THE ASSIGNMENT

The KIESA plans to establish an Independent Selection Committee (ISC) for conducting evaluation of the award applications for the Matching Grants Program. The Independent Selection Committee is considered a critical governance feature of the Matching Grants Program in line with international best practices. The Committee will consist of three members. Each member must have high standards of integrity, which precludes any affiliation with applicants, including as an employee, consultant, relative, business or political relations. The Committee members should also have experience and reputation in their respective fields, must have general understating of the export sectors as well as with international exposure and understanding of local economic and developmental challenges and opportunities.  The ISC will consist of one International Expert, one private sector representative, and one academic sector representative. The ISC members will remotely evaluate proposals and will submit written review by using standard template, and prepare brief report on the application. It is expected that ISC members will review approximately {200} project proposals normally three times a year.

SCOPE OF WORK 

The KIESA’s MGP Implementation Unit wishes to hire an Academic Sector Expert to be a member of the Independent Selection Committee. The specific functions and responsibilities of the Member include:

· Establishment of Independent Selection Committee work procedures together with the other Committee members
· Evaluation of project proposals submitted for financing under the Matching Grants Program related to all aspects of project proposals using agreed evaluation criteria, including adequacy of cost presented in the budget proposal and their consistency with the business plan.  
· Preparation of a brief report that will include both merit-based scores and brief narrative section highlighting the strength and weaknesses of the application.
· Participation in final decision and approval of projects for financing with other members.
· Advice in developing future programs and in modification of existing programs as and when needed.

EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS

The person suitable for this position should have the following qualifications: 
· Masters Degree in Economics, Business, Science or Engineering fields, (PhD, desirable) 
· Excellent knowledge of MSMEs’ challenges and opportunities in the private sector, particularly in export sectors
· Specialized training and/or post-academic education in relevant fields, further qualifications with relevance for this assignment
· At least 5 years of work experience with providing consultancy and support to private sector in some of the fields of business strategy and planning, product strategy, sales growth, business development, budgeting, forecasting, etc. 
· Experience in reviewing project proposals for financing adoption and/or development of new technologies, products or services in the public or private sector is desirable
· Effective interpersonal, advisory skills proven through successful interaction with stakeholders, Government Institutions officials, and  entrepreneurs 
· Fluency in spoken and written English

DURATION AND REPORTING OBLIGATIONS

The Member would be engaged for about 60 days during 3-year period. The assignment is envisaged to start in May 2019. The Member shall report to the KIESA/MGP Manager. The Member will be based in Kosovo. The Member shall (i) prepare brief ad hoc reports and documents as the needs of the assignment arise; and (ii) prepare quarterly activity reports to include brief description of the assignment performed, an update of progress and key findings, recommendations and key issues, and any other relevant information.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The Independent Selection Committee members will undertake to comply with MGP Grant Manual, and Conflict of Interest and Protection of Confidentiality of Information and to maintain confidentiality on all information that is not in the public domain and shall not be involved in another assignment that represents a conflict of interest to the prevailing assignment.

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 1.9 of the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants (under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants) by World Bank Borrowers dated January 2011 revised July 2014 (“Consultant Guidelines”), setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.
The selection criteria are:
 (i) Education, academic background and other specializations in relevant area – 30 points; 
(ii) Work Experience in similar assignments – 60 points,
(iii) English language knowledge – 10 points.   

Interested Individual Consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours: 08:0-16:0hrs (Monday to Friday).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Expression of interest must delivery in a written form or by e-mail, to the address below by; July 09, 2019.

Ministry of Trade and Industry
Contact person:Aferdita Selmani
Address: Rr."Muharrem Fejza"p.n.Lagjja e Spitalit
10000 Prishtinë/Republika e Kosovës
Email:aferdita.a.selmani@rks-gov.net
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